
VOCABULARY – Evolution: Evidence and Theory 
DIRECTIONS:

1. BEFORE you look up the definitions, take a guess and deposit the words in the word bank into the column at the left with the best matching definition. 

2. AFTER you use your textbook to define these words, put the correct words from the bank into the matching column to the right. 

	BEFORE
	DEFINITION
	AFTER

	
	Could be estimated from radiological evidence.
	

	
	The study of the geographical distribution of fossils and of living organisms. 
	

	
	A rocklike model of an organism. 
	

	
	The dying out of a species.
	

	
	The remains or traces of a once-living organism.
	

	
	States that successive layers of rock or soil were deposited on top of one another by wind or water. 
	

	
	Brief periods during which large numbers of species disappeared. 
	

	
	An imprint in the rock in the shape of an organism.
	

	
	Fossils within a single stratum are of the same approximate age. 
	

	
	Dust, sand, or mud deposited over time by wind or water.
	

	
	A layer of soil or rock in a cross section of the Earth. 
	



15.1 Word Bank





extinct					cast				absolute age


								


mass extinction			relative age			law of superposition


			


stratum				mold				fossil





biogeography				relative age			sediment








